but, curiously, also the most personally revealing section of an otherwise somewhat distanced memoir.
The book is a pleasure to read, modest in expression and large in its scope. It reinforces the association of humanism with the search for universals in (p. 203) .
David Howell presents a compelling argument for the role of institutions in naturalizing customs that become integral to perceptions of one's place within society and the world. Howell introduces several fascinating characters from the Ainu and outcast communities to put his argument in human terms; his analysis is based on primary research and a comprehensive survey of secondary literature, especially on the topics of discriminated groups and the Ainu. This book is certain to be a reference for
